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1. Q: Can we hire a new position before the grant period begins and then partially fund the position with grant funds awarded? 
A: You may not go back, if awarded a grant, and pay for that person’s pre –award time and activities. You may only pay for the person’s time that is legitimate to the grant. You may put them on the grant if awarded and pay for the time and work they do only during the grant period. 

2. Q: Would an apprenticeship coordinator/caseworker be allowable? 
A: This is allowable so long as it aligns with your grant objective and is clearly detailed in both the programmatic and budget narrative.

3. Q: Does the application have to focus on one project, or could we have multiple projects under the same objective? 
A: You may have more than one project under one of the four objectives.  However, the projects MUST all align with ONE Objective of your choosing.

4. Q: What does "other indicators of performance for the intended targeted population" mean?
A: It is possible that you may collect other variables and set other goals not identified in this grant.

5. Q: Are student incentive payments an allowable cost? Ex: if they achieve an industry credential or reaching an employment retention milestone. 
A: No. Financial services cannot be provided to a client once they have completed the program or the grant ends. If using gas cards, etc., you must document by having the client sign for them and can only be offered while in the program. Do not use terms such as “incentives” or “rewards” as they are not allowable activities. 

6. Q: If we are using this grant for a Bridge, can we use some of the money for the cost of training programs for the students after the class is finished? If yes, are there any training programs that would not be allowed for this type of student assistance?
A: Training is an allowable component of the grant. 

7. Q: Are we allowed to use this grant for student stipends? 
A: Yes, while in the education and training program. 

8. Q: Is the grant made available through reimbursement or regular payments? 
A: IBT is state funding, so a payment will be made in the total amount when the grant is executed. 

9. Q: Can the IBT FY2023 be used to fund tuition for participating students? 
A: Yes.

10. Q: Can the IBT FY2023 pay for credit faculty salary? 
A: Yes.

11. Q: Can the IBT 2023 pay for adult ed. faculty salary, materials, and supplies related to the bridge and possible ICAPS? 
A: Yes, this would be an allowable expense. If the students are eligible adult education learners, they should be pre and post tested according to Adult Education and Literacy policies. These classes should be placed in DAISI under the course category of 4910 – Other Restricted. NOTE: The Adult Education and Literacy Grant requires that recipients have both a bridge and IET program. IBT funding can support scaling of those required programs or support the development of any additional programs. 

12. Q: College X is interested in applying for the FY2023 ICCB Innovative Bridge and Transitions grant. Page 1 of the NOFO lists an award range of $75,000 to $400,000. Page 9 of the NOFO lists small grants of $100,000. Could you tell us the maximum amount of funding that we can apply for in our application?
A: The maximum amount is $400,000. Page 9 describes the small grant set-aside as a part of this larger grant program. 



13. Q: Would Program X be eligible to apply for ICCB Innovative Bridge and Transition’s program RFP on behalf of partner organizations who opt in from our Financial Opportunity Center Network? We noted the requirement in the RFP that the applicant must be the provider of the direct services, so we wanted to confirm the possibility of Program X applying on behalf of several network organization partners delivering the service using the shared Financial Opportunity Center model for their bridge programming. 
A: No, while consortia are allowable, only direct providers can apply.

14. Q: Can an institution submit more than one application to this program? 
A: No.

15. Q: If funded, is it allowable to amend the grant agreement to allow for the payment of funds on a reimbursement basis. 
A: No.

16. Q: Does the Contingency Plan count as part of the 12 - page narrative?
A: No.

17. Q: Are we allowed to use any part of this grant for direct dollars to students?
A: Yes, stipends are allowable.

18. Q: Are equipment costs allowable for the IBT grant, not a large sum, but for a smaller trainer for a program? 
A: Yes, equipment costs are allowable.

19. Q: Is childcare an allowable activity?
A: Yes, as a supportive service while the person is in class and/or training. 

20. Q: Do I need to include a reference page that lists sources I mention in the proposal?
A: No. 


  
21. Q: May I have a copy of the webinar PowerPoint slides?
A: The PowerPoint slides are on the website. Here is the link: http://www2.iccb.org/iccb/grant-opportunities/. 
22. Q: I am partnering with a municipality to service the needs of youth in that area.  I would like to know if the municipality (village) can apply for the grant, although they are not considered a nonprofit agency. If not, can we start a nonprofit agency and still be eligible to apply for the grant as a newly established nonprofit agency?
A: No, as they are not a direct provider of services. As for the second question, you would still not be eligible as you would not be a direct provider of services.

23. Q: Can IBT grant funds be used for marketing/recruitment supplies? Ex.) bottle of water with info about program or pens? 
A: All consumable supplies would be accounted for in the supplies line item.  Items such as water and pens are consumable. 

24. Q: I am inquiring about the definition used in the grant for students with disabilities. Specifically, Objective #4 Seamless Transitions for Students with Disabilities. For purposes of the grant does this include all students with IEP's or Individual Education Plans as disabilities? Or is there a grant specific definition? 
A: First, there is no grant definition for disabilities. Secondly, there is no delineation on this grant regarding which disabilities count. Remember that the purpose of this grant is to improve student transitions to and through postsecondary education (up to post baccalaureate) and into employment including those programs that support these transitions for individuals with disabilities to postsecondary education or employment.

25. Q: If we choose option 2: Seamless Transition for College and Career Pathways are we limited to only high school age transitioning students? We would like to incorporate our high school tech academy, but we also do not want to exclude adult learners who would greatly benefit from this career path.
A: The only adult learners to benefit from your description are adult education students, and they fit into Objective 1. Remember that the purpose of this grant is to improve student transitions to and through postsecondary education (up to post baccalaureate) and into employment. This is a grant focused on transitions. The definition for adults is as follows: adults who are not enrolled in high school with limited academic or basic skills, underemployed or unemployed to enter and succeed credit-bearing postsecondary education and training leading employment in high skill, high wage jobs. Through Objective 1, you can still build out a transitions path for them. Ultimately, you will have to decide which Objective on which to focus.


26. Q: Will this grant cover employer reimbursement for on-the-job training?
A:  Yes, as long as it is part of the transitions plan in your grant. It cannot stand on its own. It must be part of the student’s training.

27. Q: Are large equipment purchases allowable? 
A: Yes, they are allowable. However, they must be relevant to and aligned with your program and training activities. 

28. Q: Can I apply on behalf of 2 school districts to meet the $75,000 minimum? Both districts would provide direct instruction and work with the college in our APC.
A: Yes, a consortium of direct providers is allowable and described in the NOFO. For a program to apply as a consortium, the program also must be a direct provider for the grant.

29. Q: Can you please tell me if a citation (about demographics, in the section on organizational background) in a grant application to ICCB is considered "dated" and inappropriate if it is 3 years old?
A: We do not have a specific “cut-off” date for citations of demographic information – within limits.  Within three years is still relevant if you are unable to obtain more current demographic information. 

30. Q: In reviewing the NOFO for the Innovative Bridge and Transition Program, I would like to inquire if this grant would allow for the employment of a Planning and Development Coordinator of a new career program.  The goal would be for this position to develop the pathways from high school to a new certificate and degree program during the grant period.  The program would then begin after the grant end.  This program development coincides with the renovation of a new campus where this program will be housed.
A: Yes, this type of cost is allowable as curricula and program development are allowable activities under the grant. However, it must align with bridge and transitions and must be completed and ready to implement by the end of the FY23 grant period. See Section E of the NOFO: Bullet - Enhancing or developing institutional career pathways. 

31. Q: I am trying to complete the IBT Cover Page. At the section that asks for the Project Contacts on Page 2, there is a glitch in the form. When I enter a phone number or e-mail address for one contact, the content in those fields gets copied to the same fields for all of the other contacts, so that one person’s phone or e-mail becomes duplicated for all four contacts. Is this something that any other applicants have flagged for your attention?
A: Yes, other applicants have been having issues with this particular portion of the application. We are currently looking into the situation and will follow-up with an answer.
32. Q: Is the attached "Uniform Budget Template" okay to use on proposals for the Innovative Bridge and Transitions Grant Program? I've tried several methods, however I'm not able to open the attached "FY2023 Uniform Grant Budget" document.
A: Yes, the “Uniform Budget Template” is the same template for the FY23 Innovative Bridge and Transitions Grant. Some programs have noted they are unable to open the “Uniform Budget” listed under the IBT, and we are working on a way to fix that now.

33. Q: Are recruitment, outreach, and tuition assistance costs allowable for non-credit courses or must the courses be credit-bearing?
A: Yes, they are allowable expenses for non-credit. 

34. Q: Can you please tell me if expenses for meals/food are allowed under the IBT grant? For example, we piloted a bridge program last summer that we want to expand under the application we are soon to submit. We would like to add food so that the bridge can have longer days than it did last summer (they ended all sessions before lunch last summer because we didn't have funds for lunch.
A: Food for students to allow for more education and training is allowable such as lunch during the education and training time. 

35. Q: I am trying to complete the IBT Cover Page. At the section that asks for the Project Contacts on Page 2, there is a glitch in the form. When I enter a phone number or e-mail address for one contact, the content in those fields gets copied to the same fields for all of the other contacts, so that one person’s phone or e-mail becomes duplicated for all four contacts.
A: We are working on it. 

36. Q: I have an additional question regarding allowable expenses. In one component of the bridge program that we are proposing, high school students will take a COL 101 course (1 credit hour @ $174 for tuition) to help orient them to the college experience. Although high schools normally pay the college the tuition associated with ECI coursework. The college has adopted a policy of covering the cost to students/schools for taking this course, rendering it an essentially free course to students. However, because we would like to use COL 101 as part of our bridge program, we would like to know if we can ask the grant to cover reimbursement to the college for the cost of tuition for the course that it is absorbing. It would be for approximately 160 students. In one alternative scenario, we would ask for reimbursement associated with the same number of students but ask for reimbursement for COl 101 as well as the Math bridge course for fall.
A: Yes, you may reimburse the college for the cost of tuition for the course they are absorbing. This would be accounted for in the miscellaneous line item in the Uniform Budget template. 
37. Q: I understand from the IBT NOFO that large equipment purchases are allowed if they are relevant to and align with the grant and training activities. We currently have a request for large equipment purchases in our grant proposal budget. If we are awarded the grant, what are the stipulations for equipment purchased with grant funds? By “stipulations,” just to be clear, I’m wondering what the stipulations for equipment are after the grant ends. Are we allowed to keep the equipment? And during the life of the grant, could someone who is not part of the grant use the equipment, or would they have to be part of the program that is funded by the grant?
A: You may keep the equipment after the grant ends.  However:
·  it must continue to be used for purposes aligned with or similar to the purposes of the grant
· you must keep record of the equipment and track depreciation until it is worth less than $5000
· if you wish to dispose of it before it depreciates to under $5000, you must notify us for permission before doing so, by emailing: 
· ICCB.IBT@illinois.gov
· ICCB.grantpayments@illinois.gov
· Once it is worth less than $5000, you may dispose of it without our permission. 
· you may NOT use the equipment for purposes other than the grant during the grant period. 

38. Q: I am having problems with my cover page, uniform application, and uniform budget. Is there a solution?
A: If you are unable to use the templates, make sure you are downloading the document before you type. If all else fails, reach out to your IT staff, and, if that doesn’t work, please write in or type then scan and include in your application packet.

39. Q: What is the minimum font size we can use for data and language represented in the charts and tables?
A: There is no minimum font size. 

40. Q: Our college is finalizing its budget for FY23 IBT proposal. We are electing to use a smaller rate than our federally-negotiated rate. We are looking to electing a 10% indirect cost rate. Can this be applied to all direct costs, or only MDTC (excluding equipment)?
A: You can apply to the total direct costs in this situation.




41. Q: In terms of planned deliverables and performance measures, I will write those and then determine which quarter I hope to achieve those measures? I just want to verify I’m completing this correctly for the FY 23 IBT grant submission.
A: Yes, that is correct. 

42. Q: I’ve got a question about FY23 IBT Contingency Plan.  Can we just describe some new expenses we would put in the budget if we are struggling to spend down all the money or do we need to share examples of what those additional expenses would total or even add a table showing an example of the budget line totals and how they would change?   
A: Since the Contingency Plan has only a one-page requirement, a narrative providing specific examples of additional expenses and reallocations will be sufficient. 
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